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 221.  DRESS CODE -- K-12 STUDENTS 

1. Purpose 

 

The Board recognizes that each student's mode of dress and grooming is a 

manifestation of personal style and individual preference. 
 

2. Authority 

 SC 1317.3 

The Spring Cove School District administration, faculty, and staff have the right to 

question and regulate any mode of dress that in any manner jeopardizes the health, 

welfare, and/or safety of an individual student and/or other students. 
 

 Title 22 

 Sec. 12.11 

The Board will not interfere with the right of students and their parents/guardians to 

make decisions regarding their appearance, except when their choices disrupt the 

educational program of the schools or affect the health and safety of others. 
 

 Any clothing judged to be a disruptive influence in class, or interfering with the 

educational rights of others, is considered improper dress.   
 

 In addition, students wearing clothing that may distract from the educational process 

can be temporarily excluded from their regular school routines or activities. 
 

 Title 22 

 Sec. 12.11 

 

Students may be required to wear certain types of clothing while participating in 

physical education classes, extracurricular activities, or other situations where 

special attire may be required to ensure the health or safety of the student. 
 

3. Delegation of 

  Responsibility 

 

The building principal or designee shall be responsible to monitor student dress and 

grooming and enforce Board policy and school rules governing student dress and 

grooming. 
 

 Title 22 

 Sec. 12.11 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all rules implementing this policy 

impose only the minimum necessary restrictions on the exercise of the student's taste 

and individuality. 
 

 Pol. 325, 425,  

       525 

 

Staff members shall be instructed to demonstrate, by example, positive attitudes 

toward neatness, cleanliness, propriety, modesty, and good sense in attire and 

appearance. 
 

4. Guidelines General 
 

 All clothing must be of appropriate size.  Any clothing that is too tight, 

revealing/see-through, or saggy/baggy, including but not limited to low necklines, 

midriff tops, exposed cleavage, and form-fitting tops or bottoms, is not permitted. 
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Printed obscenities, profanity, depiction of violent act, or message with a double 

meaning related to obscenity, profanity, or sex are unacceptable and considered 

disruptive. 
 

 There shall be no patches, badges, or pictures displayed on clothing depicting 

alcohol, sex, tobacco, or drugs. Other offensive language, emblems or symbols are 

also not allowed. Clothes that depict gang colors or symbols are prohibited. This 

includes the display of colors, symbols, or other paraphernalia that have the intent to 

show allegiance to a gang. 
 

 Certain clothing appropriate to particular classes such as shop and physical 

education activities may be required and necessary for health and/or safety 

measures. 
 

 Backpacks worn to the school shall be placed in the student’s locker or other 

designated storage area. 
 

 Tops 
 

 Sleeveless tops and dresses must have at least two inch wide straps across the 

shoulders. 
 

 Outerwear/outdoor clothing such as jackets and coats should be stored in a locker 

after arriving to school. Wearing these garments during the school day is prohibited. 
 

 Tops which expose the midriff, cleavage, or waist/belly button/stomach-area are 

prohibited. 
 

 Tops should not be excessively tight or revealing, sheer or see-through. No low cut 

blouses or shirts, tank tops, tube tops, halter tops, or muscle shirts. 
 

 Tops must not have necklines that plunge lower than an individual's hand-space 

from thumb to pinky finger (with closed fingers) below the collarbone. 
 

 Tops must conceal undergarments. Shirts that reveal undergarments, whether due to 

transparency, length, or lack of coverage of the shirt are not permitted.  
 

 Bottoms 
 

 All bottoms must be worn at the waist. The waist is defined as the area between the 

bottom of the rib cage and top of the hip bone. 
 

 Bottoms may not have any cut-outs, rips, tears, or holes of any kind above the knee.  
 

 Skin-tight bottoms of any style made with stretch knits, flannel, or spandex are 

prohibited
.
 

 

 Shorts may be worn if they are of the appropriate length. “Too short” is defined as 

being measured to the tip of the index finger when the students’ arms are relaxed at 

the student’s sides.  
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 Leggings, tights, yoga pants, pajama bottoms, pajama bottom-style pants, spandex 

pants, or similar tight pants are not permitted as bottoms. If leggings or tights are 

worn, a dress, shorts, or skirt which reaches the tip of the index finger should also be 

worn.  
 

 Bottoms which expose skin or undergarments or wearing oversize draping baggy 

style pants to create a “sag” look are prohibited. 
 

 Hair 
 

 Hair must be worn in a manner in which the student’s vision is not obstructed. 
 

 Hair must be worn in a manner which does not impede the vision of others or 

disrupts/distracts the educational process. 
 

 Footwear 
 

 Slippers may not be worn. 
 

 Shoes with wheels are prohibited. 
 

 Footwear must be worn at all times.  
 

 Any footwear that poses a safety hazard
 
is not permitted. 

 

 Headwear 
 

 Headwear, including but not limited to hats, caps, bandanas, sweatbands, skull caps, 

sunglasses are prohibited unless approved by the building principal.  
 

 Hats worn into the school shall not be worn in the hallway, cafeteria, gym, or classroom. 
 

 Jewelry 
 

 Jewelry that contains sharp objects such as spikes are prohibited.  
 

 Jewelry or accessories that are a disruption to the educational setting are prohibited, 

including but not limited to spikes and chains. Some jewelry may not be appropriate under 

certain circumstances and may pose a danger to the safety and welfare of the student, other 

students, or staff, and may pose a threat to, or interruption of the educational process. 
 

 Long bulky chains and necklaces are prohibited. 
 

 Except for tasteful earrings and small nose piercings, other body and facial piercings are 

prohibited.  For the safety and health of all students, all piercings must be removed for 

physical education classes. 
 

 Consequences 
 

 First Offense:   

  Student required to change and warning issued. 
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 Second Offense:   

  Student required to change, assigned to detention, parent contact. 
 

 Third and Subsequent Offense(s): 

  Student required to change, assigned detention or other disciplinary action, parent 

contact. 
 

 

 


